It is with great sadness that we report the sudden death of Professor Anjan Ghosh in Kolkata on June 5 2010. Anjan Ghosh was both a public intellectual and social scientist who was widely know among South Asianists. He worked at the Centre for Studies in the Social Sciences (CSSSC), Kolkata for most of his life. He was an exemplary combination of academic and activist who was also well known for his kindness to young scholars. 

Anjanda – as he was popularly known – graduated in political science from St Xavier's College, Calcutta; he completed his MA and MPhil in sociology from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi. He taught at the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, and at the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, before joining CSSSC in the early 1980s. He received his doctorate from the University of Michigan in the mid-1990s where he was an inspiration to his fellow students in the interdisciplinary programme in Anthropology and History. At CSSSC he was a legend. His emphasis on academia as a collaborative endeavour inspired numerous researchers to work with him. He was always generous with his wide-ranging knowledge of archival resources and academic debates. He will be deeply missed by the many thousands of researchers and friends who were influenced by this unique man.

His own work was in the anthropology and history of informal modes of communication in South Asia, in social inequality and violence, in issues of unequal development and in postcolonial social theory. More recently Anjan worked on questions around rumor and communal violence in South Asia as well as on urban public culture such as Durga Puja. He published widely in Economic and Political Weekly, Review, Journal of the Indian Anthropological Society, Leftcurve, Journal of Southern African Studies, and edited with Partha Chatterjee History and the Present (Delhi: Permanent Black, 2002).
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