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汉 朝 时 期,在 西 南 方 有 个 叫 夜 郎 的 小 国 家国 土 非 常 小.而 从 没 离开 过 

夜 郎 国 的 国 王却 以为 这里 是 全 天 下 最 大 的 国 家. 

有 一 次，汉 朝 派 使 者 来 到 夜 郎。“你 们 汉 朝 和 我 们 国 家比起 来哪 个 

大？”夜郎国王问。 

“这 个 嘛，贵 国 的 面 积 和 汉 朝 的 一个 县 差 不 多 大” 

“县 ？县 是 什 么？” 

“县 是 我 们 汉 朝 最 小 的 辖 区。” 

国 王 一 听 傻 眼 了这 时 他 才 终 于 明 白 什 么 叫 自大 了。 

 
 

 

The Arrogance of Yelang 

 (Parochial Arrogance) 
 

During the Han Dynasty, there was a very 
small state in the southwest named Yelang. 
The King of Yelang never left the State, but he 
believed that it is the largest country in the 
world.  

Once, the Han Dynasty sent an envoy to 
Yelang State.  

“Which one is larger, the Han Dynasty and 
Yelang State?” the king of Yelang asked.  

“Well,  the area of your state is as large as 
a county of the Han Dynasty.” Han envoy 
answered.   

“County? What's a county?” the king 
asked. 

“County is the smallest precinct of the Han 
Dynasty.”  

The King was stunned. Then he learned 
what parochial arrogance was.  
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Yelang (name of a kingdom) arrogance 

Parochial arrogance 
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territory very small     

During the Han Dynasty, there was a very small state in the southwest 
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however thought this is around the word biggest country  

The King of Yelang never left the State, but he believed that it is the largest country in 

the world. 
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Once , the Han Dynasty sent envory arrive  Yelang State  

Once, the Han Dynasty sent an envoy to Yelang State. 
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us/we compare which bigger? 

“Which one is larger, the Han Dynasty and Yelang State?” the king of Yelang asked. 
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“Well, the area of your state is as large as a county of the Han Dynasty.” Han envoy 

answered. 
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County? county is what ? king asked 

“County? What's a county?” the king asked. 
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A county is our Han Dynasty smallest precinct 

“County is the smallest precinct of the Han Dynasty.” 
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King  hear stunned     

The King was stunned when hearing these words. 
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Then  he finally understand what is arrogance 

Then he learned what parochial arrogance was. 


