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Wen Tong was a famous painter in the Northern Song Dynasty. His paintings of bamboo were
known far and wide. Everyday, quite a few people came to his house to buy paintings.

Why was Wen Tong skilful at painting bamboo? It turns out that Wen Tong planted various
kinds of bamboo around his house. In spring, summer, autumn and winter, be it sunny, gloomy, windy
or rainy, he would always go to the bamboo forest to observe the bamboo’s growth. As time went on,
he could remember how bamboo looked in different seasons and weather. Once he took up the brush
and stood in front of the blank paper, the normally-seen bamboo seemed to appear in front of him and
he could paint fast and well. When people praised him for his paintings, Wen Tong said: “I just paint
the bamboo that I have thought about for a long time.”

Later, people said that when Wen Tong painted bamboo, the bamboo was already in his mind.
x10ng you chéng zhu

Therefore, the idiomof < i & % 77 ”, (the bamboo was already in mind) means to have a
well-thought-out plan beforehand and to be sure of its success.
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xiong you chéng zhu
i f Ji% 6]
Heart/chest has completed Bamboo
There is bamboo on my mind already
béi song | shi you yi wei zhtiming | de hua jia
b R ip) A — fi L i} H
Northern Time/whe | has One famous Of painter
Song n
Dynasty
Wen Tong was a famous painter in the Northern Song Dynasty
jiao wén tong | - ta hua zhu z1 yudn jin wén
ny BNE| i 1] (O P U 1
ming
E2
named Wen Tong | . His Painting Bamboo known far and
wide (fixed
expression)

His paintings of bamboo were known far and wide.

méi tidn you bl shdo rén dao ta jia
S f A A El s E
Everyday Has guite a few | People Come His home
Everyday, quite a few people came to his house to buy paintings.
lai md i hua
k K H .
To/come Buy painting
wén tong | hua zhu zi wéi shénme | hua dé yudn l4i | wén tong
X[ ] T b B N I TR J& ok X H
hdo
o 2
Wen Tong | Paint bamboo Why skilful at It turns out | Wen Tong
painting that
Why was Wen Tong skilful at painting bamboo?
zai tajia de fang gidan wa ho
1E fi X i) ) Hi = Ja
At his home of House Front House back

It turns out that Wen Tong planted various kinds of bamboo around his house.
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zhong gé zhdng | de zhi z1 wu lun chin Xid
T & Fl i} oA T i # =2
shang le | gé yang
- -
planted all kinds Of Bamboo. No matter | Spring Sumer
In spring, summer, autumn and winter, be it sunny, gloomy, windy or rainy,
qia dong yin ging féng yu ta
K %, 5} i A R iy
Autumn Winter gloomy Sunny Windy Rainy he
z6ng shl | qu zht lin gudn chd zha z1 de shéng
IS S B oMk M T i} A
zhdng
£
always goto bamboo Observe bamboo Of growth
forest

he would always go to the bamboo forest to observe the growth of the bamboo,

gqing kudng ZUud mo zhu zhi de | chang dudn
oW, B 8 33 i) K Ji
Situation Think about bamboo Branch Of | Length short

to remember the length and size of the branches and the shape and colour of leaves.

cl x1 yeé z1i de xing zhuang | ydn sé rdn hou
il 9, ¥ i} Uiz R P ]
Thick Thin leaves Of shape colour. Then
He then came to his study and painted the bamboo he had in mind.
hui ddo shia fang ba kan daode zhu zi hua
IS S 1 A& 3w T [
come back Study make Seen bamboo Paint
zai | zhi shang | ri jI yué 1&1 zht z1 zai | bl téng J1 jié
1 g b H#| A3 =R T | A [ F
on Paper As time went on(fixed Bamboo At | Different seasons
expression)

As time went on, he could remember how bamboo looked in different seasons and weathers.

Confucius Institute for Business London (CIBL)
Address: Houghton Street, London, WC2A 2AE
Website: www.lIse.ac.uk/confucius
Tel: +44 (0)20 7955 6126
Fax: +44 (0)20 7955 6154
E-mail: h.lul@Ise.ac.uk




mHE LONDON SCHOOL

oSt el ((e) COMETE

POLITICAL SCIENCE ! L — Tsinghua University

bl tong tidan qi de yang z1 dou shén shén | yin
A KA i) T #i wo EJ
Different weather Of Appearance All Deeply printed
zai | tade | xInzhdng ta zhi ydo | ndql bi

| A1 I iy Ao | =R %,

In His heart. He Once took up Painting brush

Once he took up the brush and stood in front of the blank paper,

z41 | hud zhi gidn yizhan ping shi kéan dao zht z1
7E 4% Hif — U B & # T
de
i)
At painting In front of stand, Normally Seen bamboo
paper

the bamboo seemed to appear in front of him and he could paint fast and well.

jiu zai ydn qidn sud yi méi ci hua zhu ta
it ] Jr B X I} 6] it
Would/will | appear in front of | hence Every time Paint Bamboo he
him,
dou hua dé you hdo you kuai
#l ] 5 X 4f X .
Always Paint adv. And Well And fast.
dang rén men kua ta de hua shi ta
4 A1 = fib H IH| i, fib
When People praised His Painting Time he
When people praised him for his paintings, Wen Tong said
shuo wo zhi shi ba xin zhong | zud mo hén jiu
Wi “ 3k A& i L B g " A
Said “I Just Make in mind think long time
about
‘I just paint the bamboo that | have thought about in my mind for a long time.”
de zht zi hua cha lai
i) T ] ook
Of Bamboo paint Out
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hou 14i | rénmen | dou shudé | wén tong | hua zhu xXiong
ER S PN (B #oow o | 1] 7 i)
Later People all say Wen Tong | Paint Bamboo Chest/ heart

Later people said that when Wen Tong painted bamboo, the bamboo was already in his mind.

zhong you chéng zhu o

ik A i i1
In Has Completed Bamboo
hou rénmen | yong xiong you chéng | zhé ge | chéngyu | bi yu
J& A A H “ A K X A4 B i bt
lai zhu
* f
Later People Use “there is bamboo in This Idiom metaphor

my mind already”

zuoshi zhi qidn yi zuo hdole | zhlin béi dul
iy = Z Wi & L S R - Xf
do things Beforehand Already Done Preparation For
shi ging | de chéng gong | shi fén you bd wo
EL i) BT + A 1 1E .
Things Of sSuccess Very Have Assurance

Therefore, the idiom of *

xi6ng you chéng zhu

Mg

1

beforehand and to be sure of success.

77 ” means to have a well-thought-out plan

Key words and Expressions

x16ng you chéng zhu

i

[ K

ri jIyué l&i

H#® A

yudn jin wénming

mw i
zhuming

%

i

£

2 : Astime went on(fixed expression)

# 4 :known far and wide (fixed expression)

. famous

hua jia

H Z : painter

zhu 71

1 ¥ : bamboo
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7T > : have a well-thought-out plan beforehand and to be sure of final success



