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Rise upon hearing a rooster crow to practice fencing

There was a young man named Zu Ti in the ancient East Jin State. He was forthright and
kind-hearted and wholeheartedly wanted to render service to the state intently.

Zu Ti had a good friend named Liu Kun. The two were like-minded friends, and often
discussed state-affairs together till mid-night.

One night, Zu Ti was wakened up by cockcrow from distance. And he woke Liu Kun up. Liu
Kun said “So noisy. Why does the rooster crow so offensive?” Zu Ti said “I, on the contrary,
feel like the crow. It is urging us to get up and practice swordplay. We can't render service to
the state without good health.” “You are right” said Liu Kun, “From now on, we must get up
and practice swordplay when the rooster crow. No one can laze away.” On this account, Zu
Ti and Liu Kun everyday persisted in getting up early and practice swordplay as soon as the
rooster crow. Year by year they never quit. After long-term assiduous study and practice,
they became talents of both civil and military ability.

Later, Zu Ti was conferred the title of Zhenxi General and Liu Kun became a military
governor. The two realized their ambition to serve the state.

wén jTqiwl
This idiom of “ [# *3 #Z #%” (Rise upon hearing a rooster crow to practice fencing) is to
describe diligent people.
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dong jinshi you ge qingnian jiao zU ti . | ta
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East Jin State had young man named ZuTi He
There was a young man named Zu Ti in the ancient East Jin State.
xing gé héo shuang ; xin di shan lidang ’ y1 Xin
% % K O b % R —
personalit | forthright , heart kind , wholehearted|
y y
He was forthright and kind-hearted
xiang bdo xiao gud jia 0 zU ti you ge hdo péng you
8 2 E 2k a4t o K
want to serve Country . ZuTi had good friend
and wanted to render service to the state intently.
Zu Ti had a good friend named Liu Kun.
jiao lid kan o lidng rén zhl qu xidng tong )
n X 3 oA i G
named Liu Kun Two people/the Inclination The same ,
two /interests
The two were like-minded friends,
jing chang zai y1 qi tdo lun guo jia da shi zhi dao shén ye
% W fE — i o R K FH H Z w K
often together discuss state affair till mid-night
and often discussed state-affairs together till mid-night.
yitian ban yé zutibei yudnchu chudn lai jijiaoshéng | jing xing
— R | B L b fe k| xgn = W M,
de
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Oneday |[atnight [ZuTiwas [ inthe distance [ Passed cockcrow wake up
from/com
e from

One night, Zu Ti was wakened up by cockcrow from distance.
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bidanba liukdn Jidoxing o 1idkdn shuo
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and then Liu Kun wake Liu Kun said
And he woke Liu Kun up.
zhe j1 z€én me jidgo dé zhé me ndn ting ? | zudi
X X B 4 o f3 X 4 A Wr Ik
“the rooster | why crow o) offensive ? ZuTi
Liu Kun said “So noisy. Why does the rooster crow so offensive?”
shuo wo dao jiao dé zhé jiao shéng hén hao )
Wi . 3K 11 W 1T X = R ot
said :A on the feel the crow very good |,
contrary
Zu Ti said “I, on the contrary, feel like the crow
ta shi zai cut z&n men ql chuang | lian jian
© e 1 fiE e AT R Ik ol .
It is (doing) urge us get up practice sword/fencing
It is urging us to get up and practice swordplay.
yao xiang bdo xiao gud jia ; méi you yi gé h&o shén ti
M R 5 % A — 5 ik
to serve state , without a good health
We can't render service to the state without good health.
ké bt hang a o lidkdn shuo : ni
g R AT B X 8 i i
adv. cannot . Liu Kun said : You
“You are right” said Liu Kun,
shuo dé méi cuo ) jinhou z4dn men ting jian jijiao
i 15 W % )& e AT Wy L | X Y
said right , from now on | we hear Crow
“From now on, we must get up and practice swordplay when the rooster crow.
jiu qi chuang lian jian shui yébu néng | toulan a
il R 75 ol , e WA g | faw W,
assoonas | getup practice | Swordplay, | who neither to be lazy.
No one can laze away.”
yu shi zU ti hélid kan méi tian ting dao
T & A0 R R U
On the account | Zu Ti and Liu Kun everyday | hear

On this account, Zu Ti and Liu Kun everyday
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I jiao , jiu ql chuang | lianjian )
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rooster crow , assoonas | getup practice ,
swordplay
persisted in getting up early and practice swordplay as soon as the rooster crow.
nidnfu y1 nidn cong bu jian duan | - jing guo chang qide
R M A W] W 7 K
year by year never quit After long-term
Year by year they never quit.
ke ku xué xi héduan lian td men chéng wéi | wén wishuang quan | de
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assiduous | study and practice they became well-versed in both | of
civil and military
ability (fixed
expression)

After long-term assiduous study and practice, they became talents of both civil and military
ability.

rén cai o hou lai zU tibei féng wéi | zhén xT jiang jan ,
N IERES H 2k B A WO oK %

talent Later Zu Ti was conferred | Zhenxi General ,
Later, Zu Ti was conferred the title of Zhenxi General

1id kan zuod le dou da o lidng rén | zhong yu shi xian le
PR i 7 #h & PN % T ST
Liu Kun became | governor The tow finally realised
and Liu Kun became a military governor.

b&oxiao gud jia de yudn wang

i &% F 1 !

serve state will/ambition

The two realized their ambition to serve the state.
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Key words
wén jT qi wd
> |8 X9 i %F: Rise upon hearing a rooster crow to practice fencing. This idiom is to

describe diligent people.

bao xiao gud jia
> O Z: render service to the state

xin di shan liang
> O ¥ R :kind-hearted
wén wu shuang qudn

> XK W 4> : well-versed in both civil and military ability (fixed expression)

nidnfu y1 nian
> £ K — 4 :yearbyyear
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