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Stuart Worthington is a professional industry consultant with over twenty years experience. He has acted as a small business adviser; consultant and training provider working both directly with private sector clients and via the whole range of public sector agencies in the UK since 1987. Since 1990 he has concentrated on delivering small business advice and learning programmes to the cultural and creative industries, specialising in services to the music industry. In 1995 he began working in close collaboration with the Music Manager's Forum (the only international trade association of artist managers in the music industry) and became Head of Training and Education for the organisation. In conjunction with this in 1999 he also became Project Manager of 'Manchester City Music Industry Network' an agency established to help facilitate the economic development of the independent music industry in Manchester, NW England. In 2002 he was appointed Head of Capacity Building, Business Support and Learning Programmes for the IMMF (the International Music Manager's Forum - the global umbrella body for the increasing number of MMF chapters around the World).
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Ivan Turok is Professor of Urban Economic Development and Director of Research within the Department of Urban Studies. He has just completed a four-year study of economic competitiveness, social cohesion and local governance in Glasgow and Edinburgh as part of the ESRC Cities, Competitiveness and Cohesion Programme. In recent years he has acted as an adviser to the OECD, European Commission, UK government and Scottish Executive on various aspects of economic development and employment policy. His research interests cover many aspects of urban and regional development and policy, including inward investment, business development, industrial clusters, labour markets and urban regeneration.
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Professor in the Department of Leisure Studies at Tilburg University. He received his PhD in 1993 on a thesis titled: 'Moderniteit, vrijetijd en de stad' (Modernity, Leisure and the City).
His primary teaching, research and consultancy interests include issues of globalization, cultural production/consumption and urban development. He is an associated editor of the 'Boekmancahier', a Dutch academic journal on culture and cultural policies, and of 'Leisure Sciences', the American academic journal on leisure research. He is the Tilburg coordinator of both the MA in European Urban Cultures (Polis) and an MA in European Leisure Studies (PELS).
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Department of Film and Television Studies, University of Stirling

Professor Simon Frith has degrees in Philosophy, Politics and Economics from Oxford University and Sociology from the University of California at Berkeley. He taught in the Sociology Department at Warwick University and the English Studies Department at Strathclyde University before coming to Stirling in August 1999. His main research interest is popular music on which his latest publications are Music & Copyright with Lee Marshall, 2004. Popular Music: Critical Concepts in Media and Cultural Studies, 2004. From 1995-1999 he was Director of the ESRC Media Economics and Media Culture Research Programme. Simon also writes for Melody Maker, NME and chairs the Mercury Music prize.

http://www.furious.com/perfect/simonfrith.html
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Lyn is Director of CIDS, a creative industries support agency set up in 
1999. This is a pioneering project working with creative businesses in 
the Manchester area developing networks and clusters of enterprises and 
developing programmes to support their economic development. She has 
worked extensively in the field of cultural development since 1984 and 
was responsible for cultural policy at Manchester City Council for six 
years until taking up her current position with CIDS. She has 
specialist knowledge and experience in implementing cultural policy as a 
feature of economic regeneration.
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Director, Manchester Institute of Popular Culture (MIPC)
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Justin has worked for MIPC since it was created in 1991 & in 1995 he became its Director. Since then he has written & undertaken a range of academic & policy projects, including: A Study of New Metropolitan Lifestyles in the Redeveloped City Centre. A Cultural Strategy for the Northern Quarter in Manchester. 

Other work includes the creation of an Internet-based advice & information service for Manchester's Creative Quarter; a 2-year study of cultural entrepreneurship in Manchester; the development of a multimedia, communication & business skills course for women in the cultural industries & he has also recently completed a cultural production audit & strategy for Manchester City Council. In addition, he has undertaken a feasibility strategy for the cultural industries service in Manchester, a 2-year study of music industry policies in Manchester, Liverpool & Sheffield & is currently involved in a 2-year study of the cultural industry's support strategy at local, national & European levels. 

He is co-author of the book 'From the Margins to the Centre', has written a number of articles & is currently working on a book entitled 'Cultural Industries & the City'. 

Justin was a co-founder of Foci  http://www.foci.org.uk/
