ETHICS REVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE FOR RESEARCHERS 

Researchers should consider the following questions when devising research proposals involving human participants, personal, medical or otherwise sensitive data or methodologically controversial approaches. N.B. not all of these questions will be relevant to every study. These questions provide pointers to direct researchers’ thinking about the ethical dimensions of their research. It is expected that researchers will already have addressed the academic justification for the project in their proposal; the guidance questions set out below aim to help researchers address specific ethical issues in so far as they relate to participants or data. 
In particular, consideration of risks to the research participants versus benefits need to be weighed up by researchers. It is important to think through carefully the likely impact on participants or vulnerable groups of any data collection methods. Certain groups are particularly vulnerable, or will be placed in a vulnerable position in relation to research, and may succumb to pressure; for example children or people with learning disability, or students when they are participating in research as students. Some participants will have diminished capacity to give consent and are therefore less able to protect themselves and require specific consideration (see further guidance given on the RPDD web pages regarding informed consent). The Research Ethics Committee (REC) recognizes that it is not only research with human participants that raises relevant ethical concerns. Researchers may be assessing sensitive information, the publication or analysis of which may have direct impact on agencies, communities or individuals. For example, collection and use of archive, historical, legal, online or visual materials may raise ethical issues (e.g for families and friends of people deceased), and research on provision of social or human services may impact user provision. Similarly, use of other people’s primary data may need clearance or raise concerns about its interpretation. The Research Ethics Committee will assess whether the relevant questions have been adequately addressed when it scrutinises proposals. Please ensure that each answer provides the Committee with enough information to make an informed decision on the ethical dimensions of the proposal.

The LSE Research Ethics Policy and guidance will be reviewed annually and may be subject to further development. 
The completed questionnaire should only be returned to Michael Nelson in the Research Division where specific issues have been identified and the supervisor/researcher would like the Research Ethics Committee to consider the application. Where you have considered questions to be irrelevant please indicate this on the form.

I. Project Details

	Project Title:




II. Applicant Details

	Name:


	

	Status (delete as applicable)


	Undergraduate/MSc/PhD/Staff

	Email address:


	

	Room number/contact address:

	


III. Research Aims

Please provide brief details of the research aims and the scientific background of the research. A full copy of the proposal should be attached to this document.

	


ONLY COMPLETE THE RELEVANT PARTS OF THIS DOCUMENT. THESE WILL HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AFTER COMPLETION OF THE RESEARCH ETHICS CHECKLIST.

1. Informed consent.

1.1 Will potential participants be asked to give informed consent in writing and will they be asked to confirm that they have received and read the information about the study? If not, why not? 
	


1.2.  How has the study been discussed or are there plans to discuss the study with those likely to be involved, including potential participants or those who may represent their views? 
	


1.3. Has information (written and oral) about the study been prepared in an appropriate form and language for potential participants? (see Informed Consent guidance which lists questions to be considered). At what point in the study will this information be offered?

	


1.4 How will potential participants be informed of whether there will be adverse consequences of a decision not to participate? Or of a decision to withdraw during the course of the study? 
	


1.5 What provision has been made to respond to queries and problems raised by participants during the course of the study? 
	


2. Research methodology.
2.1. How does the research methodology justify the use deception? 

	


2.2. If the proposed research involves the deception of persons in vulnerable groups, can the information sought be obtained by other means? 
	


2.3. How will data be collected during the project? Please provide details of data analysis.
	


2.4. How have ethical concerns arising from data collection been addressed?

	


3. Research design.

3.1 What concerns have been taken into account with regard to the design of the research project? If agencies, communities or individuals are directly affected by the research (e.g. participants, service users, vulnerable communities or relations), what means have you devised to ensure that any harm or distress is minimized and/or that the research is sensitive to the particular needs and perspectives of those so affected?

	


3.2. How has the methodology addressed how sensitive information, data or sources will be handled?

	


3.3. Have you been able to devise a timetable of research?

	


4. Ethical questions arising from financial support/the provision of incentives 

4.1 Are there any real or perceived conflicts of interest which could compromise the integrity and/or independence of the research due to the nature of the funding body?

	


4.2 Have any incentives to the investigator been declared? 
	


4.3 Are there any restrictions on the freedom of the investigator(s) to publish the results of the research? 

	


4.4 Are any incentives being offered to participants? 
	


5. Research Subjects

5.1 Who do you identify as the participants in the project? Are other people who are not participants likely to be directly impacted by the project?

	


5.2 What arrangements have been made to preserve confidentiality for the participants or those potentially affected? 
	


5.3. What are the specific risks to research participants or third parties?

	


5.4. If the research involves pain, stress, physical or emotional risk, please detail the steps taken to minimize such effects? Explain why this is reasonable within the context of the project?

	


6. Risk to researchers.

6.1 Are there any risks to the researcher(s)? Please provide details if risk identified.

	


7. Confidentiality 
7.1 Explain the mechanisms in place to ensure confidentiality, privacy and data protection.
	


8. Dissemination 
8.1 Will the results of the study be offered to those participants or other affected parties who wish to receive them? If so, what steps have been taken to minimize any discomfort or misrepresentation that may result at the dissemination level.
	


