LSE

British Library of Political
and Economic Science

Anthropology

Overview

LSE Archives has a wide variety of anthropology
collections which form a unique resource for either
teaching or research. Our collections form a valuable
primary source for the history of anthropology, but can
also be used to add a historical perspective to studies
of contemporary issues or societies.
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Collections

Individuals

We hold the papers of a number of prominent
anthropologists; the following list gives some names
and also indicates their main area(s) of fieldwork, but is
not comprehensive. The contents of these archives
vary, but typically include field notes, photographs and
letters from professional colleagues.

e Sir Raymond Firth, 1901-2002
(Tikopia; Malaya; London kinship)

* Ernest Gellner, 1925-1995
(Morocco)

e Phyllis Kaberry, 1910-1977
(Abelam of Papua New Guinea; Cameroon)

* Bronislaw Malinowski, 1884-1942
(Trobriand Islands)

e Siegfried Nadel, 1903-1956
(Nupe and Nuba of Sudan; Ethiopia and Eritrea)

e« Margaret Read, 1889-1991
(Ngoni of east-central Africa)

e Audrey Richards, 1899-1984
(Bemba of Zambia; Buganda of Uganda)

e Charles Seligman, 1873-1940, and Brenda
Seligman, 1883-1965
(Borneo and the Torres Straits; Papua New
Guinea; Sri Lanka; Sudan; Ainu of Japan)

e Isaac Schapera, 1905-2003
(Kgatla, Ngwato and other tribes of Botswana)
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Organisations

Our collections also include the records of a number of
anthropology organizations. Again, the contents of
these archives vary, but typically include minutes,
policy papers and administrative correspondence.

e Association of Social Anthropologists
(founded in 1946 to promote the study and
teaching of social anthropology)

+ Colonial Social Science Research Council
(founded in 1944 to undertake research on the
economic development of the colonies; dissolved
in 1961)

* International African Institute
(founded in 1926 to promote the education of the
public in the study of Africa and its languages and
cultures)

Kota Bharu fruit market, Kelantan, Malaysia, photograph
taken by Sir Raymond Firth, 1963



Finding Out More

For further information, please visit our webpages at:

http://www.lse.ac.uk/library/archive

You can find out more about our collections via the
anthropology page in our Guide to Holdings, while our
Services for Users pages provide information about
our reading room, enquiry and copying services.

Our Archives Catalogue allows you to search across
collections for material on a particular person, subject
or country. It also provides access to digital images of
selected material, including our collection of
Malinowski’s fieldwork photographs.

Related Collections

The following institutions all hold material which
complements our anthropology collections. See also
the Other Archival Resources section on our
webpage for additional resources to help you locate
archive material that is relevant to your area of
research.

Royal Anthropological Institute Collection
http://www .therai.org.uk/rainews/raiCollection.html

Archives of the RAI itself going back to the 1840s, as
well as deposited collections of anthropologists’
personal papers, photographic and film collections.

School of Oriental and African Studies Library
http://www.soas.ac.uk/Archives/home.html

Papers of scholars, writers, travellers, and other
significant figures whose life or work is important to the
study of Africa and Asia. Also important collection of
missionary archives documenting encounters with
indigenous people in Asia, Africa, the Caribbean and
the Pacific area.

Oxford University: Pitt Rivers Museum Research
Centre
http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/researchnotes.html

Archive collections relating to anthropology, including
papers of Henry Balfour, Sir Edward Tylor, Sir Baldwin
Spencer and Beatrice Blackwood. Also photographic
collections dating from 1860s onwards.

Cambridge University: Museum of Archaeology
and Anthropology
http://museum.archanth.cam.ac.uk/

Archives relating to the Museum'’s collections dating
from its foundation in the 1880s; also extensive
photographic collections.

A Trobriand islander at work carving the decorated prow of
a canoe, photograph taken by Bronislaw Malinowski in
¢1915. Our entire collection of Malinowski’s field photographs
(over 1000 images) can now be viewed online via our
Archives Catalogue.

Opening Hours

Our reading room is situated on the lower ground floor
of the main LSE Library; opening hours are as follows:

Monday to Thursday 10am - 8pm

Friday 10am - 5pm

Saturday 11am - 6pm (term-time and Easter vacation
only)

Please note: a limited service only is available after
4.30pm and on Saturdays. Please contact us in
advance if you are planning an evening or weekend
visit.

Contact Detalls

We welcome enquiries about our collections and
services. A member of staff is always available in our
reading room to offer help and advice; alternatively you
can contact us by phone, letter or email.

Archives and Rare Books
LSE Library

10 Portugal Street

London WC2A 2HD

Tel : +44 (0)20 7955 7223
Fax: +44 (0)20 7955 7454
Email: document@Ise.ac.uk



