Arcnive

Conservative
political history

Overview of the collection

LSE Archives holds some significant papers relating to
the history of the Conservative Party and centre-right
political thought. Holdings include the archives of
politicians and organisations; an extensive collection of
election campaign literature containing leaflets from
literally thousands of Conservative candidates; and our
printed collections of rare books and pamphlets. The
following represent just a selection of our holdings.

Archive Collections

Politicians

We hold the papers of several Conservative politicians,
including:

Samuel Vyvyan Trerice Adams (1900-1951)

Nicholas Bennett (1949-)

Sir Harry Brittain (1873-1974)

Sir William Arthur Colegate (1883-1956)

Geoffrey Finsberg (1926-1996), Baron

Finsberg

Alan Crosland Graham (1896-1964)

Donald Johnson (1903-1978)

Nicholas Kent (fl 1970-)

Sir Gilbert Longden (1902-1997)

John Kenyon Vaughan-Morgan (1905-1995),

Baron Reigate

=  Sirlsaac Pitman (1901-1985)

= Dame Shirley Porter (1930-)

= Reginald Ernest Prentice (1923-2001); Baron
Prentice

= Michael Thomas Sadler (1780-1835)

=  Sir Brandon Rhys Williams (1927-1988)

= Juliet Rhys Williams (1898-1964), Baroness

Rhys Williams
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Organisations

= Centre for Policy Studies - centre-right think
tank established in 1974 by Margaret Thatcher
and Keith Joseph

= Conservative Group for Homosexual
Equality - later known as the Tory Campaign
for Homosexual Equality, TORCHE

= Pressure for Economic and Social Toryism
- group founded in 1963, which merged with
other groups in 1975 to form the Tory Reform
Group

= Tory Reform Group - pressure group set up
in 1975 to encourage the Conservative Party
to adopt centre-right, One Nation policies

Local groups

= Clapham Conservative Association,  minute
books, 1889-1949

= Kennington Conservative Association,
minute books, 1924-1962

= Metropolitan Conservative Agents'
Association, minute books, 1891-1924

Geoffrey Finsberg campaigning (FINSBERG/7/6)



Election campaign literature

We hold over 15,000 items of election campaign
literature (particularly leaflets) from all major political
parties, and many smaller parties, from across the
United Kingdom. The collection dates from the early
19" century onwards, but is most extensive from 1945.
The collection includes items from the campaigns of
Edward Heath, John Major and David Cameron.

Pamphlets and rare books

LSE Archives also holds a large print collection of rare
books and pamphlets. Examples include:

- Political tracts from the 17" century onwards

» Pamphlets, including texts of speeches by Pitt
the Younger, Sir Robert Peel, Benjamin
Disraeli, Lord Salisbury, A J Balfour, A Bonar
Law, Stanley Baldwin, Winston Churchill,
Harold Macmillan and many others

» Conservative Central Office leaflets
(incomplete series from 1879)

Individual rare books and pamphlets are listed on the
Library catalogue (catalogue.lse.ac.uk). There is more
information on these collections on our web pages.

Other papers

= Political and Tariff Reform Posters, including
some by the Conservative and Unionist Party

= Papers of Richard Cockett (1961-), historian,
author of 'Thinking the unthinkable: think-tanks
and the economic counter-revolution’

Conservative Party poster, ¢.1906 (COLL MISC
0519/22)

Other resources

Conservative Party Archive

The Conservative Party’s own archive. Most of the
material dates from after 1945.
http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/dept/scwmss/cpa/

Political Parties and Parliamentary Archives Group,

UK

Group for archivists responsible for the papers of
politicians and political parties. Their website includes a
useful guide to political records.
http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/pppag.htm

National Register of Archives (NRA)

Database detailing the whereabouts of major archival
holdings for individuals and organisations.
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/default.asp

Finding Out More

Further information about the holdings of LSE Archives
can be found on our website at:

http://www.Ise.ac.uk/library/archive/guide to holdings.
htm

The Archives Catalogue can be viewed at:
http://archives.lse.ac.uk

Opening Hours

Monday to Thursday 10am - 8pm

Friday 10am - 5pm

Saturday 11am - 6pm (Term-time and Easter Vacation
only)

Contacting Us

For further information contact us at:
Archives Division

Library, LSE

10 Portugal Street

WC2A 2HD

Tel : +44 (0)20 7955 7223

Fax: +44 (0)20 7955 7454

Email: Document@Ise.ac.uk
www.lse.ac.uk/library/archive



