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Ov erview of the collection

The Hall-Carpenter Archives (HCA) at the London
School of Economics are Britain’s major resource for
the study of leshian and gay activism in the UK since
the publication of the Wolfenden Reportin 1958.

Named in honour of the authors Marguerite Radclyffe
Hall (1880-1943) and Edward Carpenter (1844-1929),
HCA was founded in 1982 as part of the Gay
Monitoring and Archive Project started by the
Campaign for Homosexual Equality (CHE). Early
funding from the National Council for Civil Liberties was
followed by a major grant from the Greater London
Coundil. HCA was based atthe London Lesbian and
Gay Centre during the mid 1980s and was active in
gathering archives, periodicals and press cuttings,
along with developing a successful oral history project.
The archive and periodical collections were transferred
to the Archives Division at LSE in 1989.

Content

Archives
Over 30 lesbian and gay organisations and activists
have deposited records with HCA. Highlights include:

e AlbanyTrust (induding the records of the
Homosexual Law Reform Society)

e Campaign for Homosexual Equality

e Gay Liberation Front

¢ Antony Grey

e Joint Coundil for Gay Teenagers

* Keniic

e Leshian and Gay Christian Movement

e Lisa Power

e PeterTatchell

e lan Townson

LSE

British Library of Political
and Economic Science
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Ephemera
Over 1000 small deposits by spedial interest groups,

local organisations, arts events and campaigns provide
a vivid record of gay life throughout the UK. The series
also indudes material from North America and Europe.
Organisations represented include:

e Civil and Public Services Gay Group
e Irish Gaysin London

e London Lighthouse

¢ Quest: gay Catholic group

Periodicals
The periodicals collection holds over 900 tiltes
induding:

e Capital Gay
e Gay News
e GayTimes
e Lunch

Publications from Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland
and the regions are also available.

US gay serials are well represented with broad
coverage of Advocate and Christopher Street. Europe,
induding Eastern Europe, and Australia are also
covered.
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Campaign badges from the HCA collection




Finding Out More

Furtherinformation about the Hall-Carpenter Archives
can be found on our website at:

http://www.Ise.ac.uk/library/archive/guide to holdings.htm

The Archives Catalogue can be viewed at:
archives.Ise.ac.uk.

Related Collections

Lesbian and Gay New smedia Archive (Middlesex
University)

Learning Resources Centre

Cat Hill campus

Middlesex University

Barnet

Hertfordshire

EN4 8HT

Tel: +44 (0)20 8411 4933

http://www.lagna.org.uk/

Collection of over 120,000 press cuttings coveling all
aspects of gay life from the 1930s to the present.
LAGNA also has a library of approximately 500 titles on
leshian, gay, bisexual and transgender subjects, and a
collection of banners, tee-shirts and badges. LAGNA
also holds complete sets of Gay News and Gay Times
from 1984.

British Library Sound Archive
96 Euston Road

London
NW1 2DB
Email: sound-archive @bl.uk

Holds the transcripts and tapes of the HCA oral history
projects, plus related material from later projects.

Publications

HCA published 2 wlumes of oral histories during the
1980s:

¢ Inventing Ourselves: Leshian Life Stories, 1989,
London ISBN 0-415-02959-7 (pbK)

* Walking After Midnight: Gay Men's Life Stories
1989, London ISBN 0-415-02957-0 (pbk)

Both books were published by Routledge and are now
out of print, but may be available in librares.

Opening Hours

Monday to Thursday 10am -8pm

Friday 10am - 5pm

Saturday 11am -6pm (Term-time and Easter Vacation
only)

Contacting Us

For further infomation contact the HCA at:
Archives Division

Library, LSE

10 Portugal Street

WC2A 2HD

Tel : +44 (0)20 7955 7223

Fax: +44 (0)20 7955 7454

Email: Document@I|se.ac.uk
www.|se.ac.uk/library/archive

GLF street theatre, Parliament Fields, L.ondon




