
 
 
 

Liberal Party, 1918-39 
 
Overview of the collection 
LSE Archives holds many papers relating to Liberal 
organisations and politicians, but the bulk of this 
material dates from 1945 onwards. This briefing paper 
considers what is available for the study of Liberal 
history in the inter-war period. 

 
 
Individuals 
 
William Henry Beveridge (1879-1963); Baron 
Beveridge; economist 
Most Liberal-related material in this collection dates from 
1944 onwards, particularly papers on the 1945 election. But 
there are some relevant documents for the inter-war years, 
including: correspondence with Liberal politicians (some 
regarding Liberal Summer Schools); a box of papers on the 
Liberal Industrial Enquiry, 1926; and, a folder regarding the 
Blickling Hall discussions on Liberal Party policy, Nov-Dec 
1932. 
 
Alfred George Gardiner (1865-1946); author and 
journalist 
Correspondence, essays and other writings (24 boxes). Much 
of the collection relates to his time as editor of the 'Daily 
News', 1902-19. However, there are later papers, including 
notes on Lloyd George, 1920. 
 
Jean Henderson (1900-97); barrister and Liberal 
candidate 
Includes material concerning her work as the prospective 
Liberal parliamentary candidate for St Albans, 1936-42. 
Uncatalogued papers include: Hendon Young Liberal 
Association minute book, 1925-31 (M1959/1); Liberalism for 
youngish Liberals, typescript, 1925 (M1959/1); scrapbooks of 
cuttings, including on a Golders Green Parliament – Miss 
Henderson was “Prime Minister” in 1933 (M1595). 
 
Donald Mcintosh Johnson (1903-78); physician and 
politician 
Includes election ephemera regarding his candidature in the 
1935 general election (Bury) and the Bewdley by-election 
(1937, following the elevation of Stanley Baldwin to the 
House of Lords). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frances Louise Josephy (1900-85); Liberal activist 
and chair of Federal Union 
Includes election ephemera on her campaigns in Winchester 
(1929), Basingstoke (1931) and Devizes (1935); typescript 
articles; pamphlets; press cuttings of her articles or about her 
speeches; papers regarding her involvement in the National 
League of Young Liberals, Liberal Summer Schools and 
International Young Liberals. 
 
Violet Rosa Markham (1872-1959); afterwards 
Carruthers, Liberal activist and public servant 
Includes correspondence, ephemera and cuttings regarding 
her candidature as an Asquithian Liberal in Mansfield 
(Nottinghamshire), 1918 general election; a few files on the 
1929 and 1931 general elections; writings, speech notes and 
press cuttings. 
 
Andrew McFadyean (1887-1974); public servant and 
politician 
Includes speech notes, correspondence and press cuttings, 
mainly late 1930s onwards. McFadyean was Joint Treasurer 
of the Liberal Party Organisation, 1936-48 (and later its 
President). 
 
Juliet Evangeline Rhys Williams (1898-1964); 
Baroness Rhys Williams; public servant 
Speeches, correspondence, pamphlets, and other papers, 
late 1930s onwards. Includes documents relating to the 
Liberal Nationals (she stood as Liberal National candidate in 
Pontypridd in 1938). 
 
Richard Scurrah Wainwright (1918-2003); politician 
Includes papers regarding his involvement in the Cambridge 
University Liberal Club, late 1930s. Also papers of his wife, 
Joyce, such as minutes and other papers of the Yorkshire 
Women's Liberal Federation, 1926 onwards. 
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Liberal Party archive 
The Liberal Party’s own archive mostly dates from 1945, but 
it does contain several items from the inter-war years 
including: 
Policy files, 1920s- 
Liberal Party Assemblies: agendas and programmes, 1920s- 
(incomplete) 
Speakers’ and candidates’ handbooks and notes, 1929- 
(incomplete – more are held in JOSEPHY/16). 
 
Pamphlets 
We hold over 200 pamphlets relating to the Liberal Party, 
many from the inter-war period. These are listed in the 
Library catalogue (https://catalogue.lse.ac.uk/) - classmark 
JF2(42L). For Liberal pamphlets held in other UK libraries 
search COPAC (http://copac.ac.uk/). 
 
Manifestos 
The archive does hold some original Liberal manifestos for 
this period. However, the texts of these are available in, 
“British political party manifestos, 1900-1997”, edited by Iain 
Dale (New York, 1999). 
 
Related papers 
Hugh Dalton diaries - include references to his loss of 
Bishop Auckland to the Liberal National candidate in the 1931 
general election, and regaining the seat in 1935. 
 
Beatrice Webb diaries - commentary on British politics 
generally. See the Index to the Diary of Beatrice Webb for 
specific references to the Liberal Party and individual 
politicians. The diaries are currently being digitised and 
should be available online from summer 2011. 
 
Some Liberal election leaflets are among the Independent 
Labour Party papers (especially ILP/6 and ILP/14/3). 
 

 
Other resources 
 
For the location of archives relating to other Liberal politicians 
and organisations (such as local Liberal societies) see the 
National Register of Archives: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra/default.asp. 
 
The Parliamentary Archives 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/parliamentary
-archives/ 
Includes the political papers of David Lloyd George, Herbert 
Samuel and Percy Harris. 
 
Cambridge University: Churchill Archives Centre 
http://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives/ 
Holds the papers of Archibald Sinclair. 
 
Oxford University: Bodleian Library 
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bodley/library/specialcollections 
Holds the papers of John Simon. 
 
University of Bristol Library, Special Collections 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/is/library/collections/specialcollections 
Includes the papers of the National Liberal Club, election 
addresses, pamphlets and periodicals. 
 
 
 

 

Finding Out More 
 
Further information about the holdings of LSE Archives 
can be found on our website at: 
 
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/library/archive/holdings/guide_to
_holdings.aspx 
 
The Archives Catalogue can be viewed at: 
http://archives.lse.ac.uk 

Opening Hours  

Monday to Thursday 10am - 8pm 
Friday 10am - 5pm 
Saturday 11am - 6pm (Term-time and Easter Vacation 
only) 

 
Contacting Us 
 
For further information contact us at: 
Archives Division 
Library, LSE 
10 Portugal Street 
WC2A 2HD 
Tel : +44 (0)20 7955 7223 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7955 7454 
 
Email: Document@lse.ac.uk 
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/library/archive/Home.aspx 
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