Archives of Social
Investigation

Overview

The Archives Division holds a range of material relating
to social investigation in the UK dating from the late 19"
century. These are complemented by the papers of
individuals involved in social investigation and social
action. Together these archives provide a resource for
research into the history and development of social
investigation and for the re-use of original data in new
studies.

Booth: Enquiry into London Life
and Labour

Charles Booth's Inquiry into the Life and Labour of the
People in London, undertaken between 1886 and 1903
was one of several surveys of working class life carried
out in the 19th century. It is the only survey for which the
original notes and data have survived and therefore
provides a unique insight into the development of the
philosophy and methodology of social investigation in the
United Kingdom.

Over 500 volumes of survey notes and data form a rich
and varied resource for investigation into the social and
economic history of late 19th century London.

The Maps Descriptive of London Poverty are perhaps the
most distinctive product of Charles Booth's Enquiry into
Life and Labour in London (1886-1903). An early
example of social cartography, each street is coloured to
indicate the income and social class of its inhabitants.

The Charles Booth Online Archive (booth.lse.ac.uk)
provides access to the catalogue of the archive and also
the Booth family papers deposited at Senate House
Library, University of London, along with digital access to
a selection of notebooks and a searchable, online version
of the Maps Descriptive of London Poverty.

British Library of Political
and Economic Science
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New Survey of London

The New Survey of London was begun in 1928 and
concluded in 1933 as a deliberate attempt to update
Charles Booth's Survey of Life and Labour in London. Sir
Hubert Llewellyn Smith, who had been one of Booth’s
assistants, directed the survey. The Survey was based at
the London School of Economics and was financed by
the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Trust and by donations
raised by Beveridge from London organisations.
Llewellyn Smith published his findings in 1930-1934 as
The new survey of London life and labour (London, 1930-
1935).

The archives include survey records, consisting of index
cards, each containing information concerning one
household and giving information on the age, occupation,
place of work, travel and earnings of each wage earner.
The London boroughs covered are Acton, Barking,
Battersea, Bermondsey, Bethnal Green, Camberwell,
Chelsea, Deptford, East Ham, Finsbury, Fulham,
Greenwich, Hackney, Hammersmith, Hampstead,
Holborn, Hornsey, Islington, Kensington, Lambeth North,
Lambeth South, Lewisham, Leyton, Paddington, Poplar,
St Marylebone, St Pancras, Shoreditch, Southwark,
Stepney, Stoke Newington, Tottenham, Wandsworth,
West Ham, Westminster, Willesden, and Woolwich.
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Outer London Enquiry

A report on life and labour in West Ham, originally
intended for extension throughout the East End, the
project was curtailed due to lack of funding. The
findings were published as a book: West Ham: A Study
in Social and Industrial Problems (J.M. Dent and Co,
London, 1907), by Howarth and Wilson. The inquiry
relied upon rent books, obtained from house agents,
and contains no actual survey data, being a collection
of indirectly related material, including examples of
analysis drawn from other surveys.

Related Collections

e Beveridge, William Henry, 1879-1963, Baron
Beveridge, economist, statistician and author
of Report on Social Insurance and Allied
Services (1942)

e Bowley; Sir; Arthur Lyon (1869-1957); Knight;
economist and statistician (Coll Misc 0570, Coll
Misc 0772, and Coll Misc 0773)

e Child Labour Committee, 1911-1914

e Committee on One Parent Families (Finer
Committee), 1966-1974

e Farr, William, 1807-1883, medical statistician

e Jebb, Sir Joshua, 1793-1863, kt, prison
administrator

e Macdonald Margaret Ethel, 1870-1911,
member of the Women'’s Industrial Council.

e Markham, Violet Rosa, 1872-1959, liberal
activist and public servant

e Political And Economic Planning And Policy
Studies Institute, 1931-1982

e Reeves; Magdalen Stuart Pember (1865-
1953); Fabian: weekly expenses of working
class families in Lambeth the raw data for
Round about a Pound a Week (Coll Misc 0847)

e Schloss; David Frederick (1850-1912); author:
records of a survey of London bootmakers
(Coll Misc 0762)

e Solly; Henry (1813-1903); Unitarian clergyman
and founder of the Working Men's Club and
Institute Union (Coll Misc 0154)

e Streatfeild, Lucy Anne Evelyn, d1950, nee
Deane, factory and workshop inspector and
public servant

e Webb, Beatrice, 1858-1943, nee Potter and
Webb, Sidney, 1859-1947, Baron Passfield,
Fabians and investigators into trade unionism
and local government.

To find out more about archives held at the LSE
Archives visit our website at Ise.ac.uk/library/archive

Opening Hours

Monday to Thursday 10am - 8pm

Friday 10am - 5pm

Saturday 11am - 6pm (Term-time and Easter Vacation
only)

Please note: Only a limited service after 4.30pm and
on Saturdays and items must be ordered in
advance.

Contact details

For further information contact us at:
Archives Division

Library, LSE

10 Portugal Street

WC2A 2HD

Tel : +44 (0)20 7955 7223

Fax: +44 (0)20 7955 7454

Email: Document@lse.ac.uk
www.lse.ac.uk/library/archive
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New Survey of London wage earners record card
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