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Introduction

With the highest percentage of world-leading research of 
any university in the UK, according to the government’s 
assessment, LSE remains at the cutting edge of the social 
sciences. The School’s academic profile spans a wide range, 
from economics, government and law, to social policy, 
international relations, and accounting and finance. 

LSE academics are constantly engaged with the big policy 
issues of the day and enjoy a high level of interaction with 
Westminster, Whitehall, the City, legal organisations and global 
media. Staff are always in demand as expert commentators and 
analysts, advising governments, public bodies and international 
policy-makers.

This guide highlights those LSE academics 
whose research gives them insight into 

areas likely to feature in the 2010 
general election debates. Their 
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interests include economic issues such as budget cuts and 
taxation, political analysis of voting behaviour and MPs’ 
expenses, as well as questions surrounding law and order, 
health and social policy, education, defence, foreign policy 
and Europe.

We hope this guide, which will also be available online, makes 
it easier for journalists to reach the academics available for 
comment on specific issues in the run-up to the general 
election and beyond.

Howard Davies, director of LSE 
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Climate change
Simon Dietz  15 
Samuel Fankhauser  16
Michael Mason 31
Nicholas Stern  39
Bob Ward  42
Christopher Wright  45

Crime and the criminal 
justice system

Stanley Cohen  10
Janet Foster  16
Emily Jackson  23
Jonathan Jackson  24
Nicola Lacey  26
Tim Newburn  32
Robert Reiner  36
Paul Rock  38
Janet Stockdale  39

Economy
Iain Begg  8
Luis Garicano 16
Richard Layard  28
Tim Leunig  30
Alan Manning 30
Danny Quah  36
John Van Reenen  40
Robert Wade  42
Joachim Wehner  42
Linda Yueh  45

Public spending 
Gwyn Bevan  8
Patrick Dunleavy  15
Richard Jackman  23
Julian Le Grand  28
Richard Layard  28
Edward Page  34
Tony Travers  40
Joachim Wehner  42

Taxation 
Frank Cowell  12
John Hills  22
Valentino Larcinese  28

City and Financial Industry
Ron Anderson  7
Charles Goodhart  20
Thomas Kirchmaier  24
Christopher Polk  34
David Webb  42

Education
Nicholas Barr  7
Sandra McNally  31
Philip Noden  34
Anne West  44

Elections, voting  
and party politics

Rodney Barker  7
Michael Bruter  10
Torun Dewan  14
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Patrick Dunleavy  15
Maurice Fraser  16
David Henderson  22
Simon Hix  22
Jonathan Hopkin  22
George Jones  24
Paul Kelly  24
Valentino Larcinese  28
Paul Mitchell  32
Alain Samson  38
Tony Travers  40

Defence and the  
armed forces

Barry Buzan  10
Christopher Coker  12
Michael Cox  14
Alexis Crow  14

Foreign policy 
Afghanistan and Iraq
Michael Cox  14
Fawaz Gerges  18
Antonio Giustozzi  18
Arne Westad  44

Britain and Europe
Michael Bruter  10
Damian Chalmers  10
Maurice Fraser  16
Sara Hagemann  20
Simon Hix  22

Britain and the US
Chris Brown  8
Christopher Coker  12
Michael Cox  14
Spyros Economides  15
Arne Westad  44

International development 
and global governance
Stuart Corbridge  12
Mattias Koenig-Archibugi  26
David Held  20

Health and social policy
Zack Cooper  12
John Hills  22
Martin Knapp  26
Julian Le Grand  28
Alistair McGuire  31
Elias Mossialos  32
Eileen Munro  32
David Piachaud  34
Anne Power  36
Christine Whitehead  44

Media: regulation,  
the BBC and the press

Charlie Beckett  8
Sonia Livingstone  30
Damian Tambini  39
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Race, asylum and 
immigration

Ian Gordon  20
Patrick McGovern  31
Eiko Thielemann  40

Rights, surveillance  
and identity cards

Simon Davies  14
Gus Hosein  23
Edgar Whitley  44

Transport
Steve Gibbons  18
Tim Leunig  30
Philipp Rode  38
Tony Travers  40
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Professor Ron Anderson

Finance Department

Tel: 020 7955 6204   Email: r.w.anderson@lse.ac.uk

�risk management; corporate governance; corporate 
finance; credit risk

Professor Emeritus Rodney Barker

Government Department

Email: r.s.barker@lse.ac.uk

propaganda; legitimacy; enmity; enemies; 
legitimation; rhetoric; identity; ideology

Professor Nicholas Barr

Economics Department, European Institute

Tel: 020 7955 7482   Email: n.barr@lse.ac.uk

Russia and Eastern Europe; welfare state; pensions; 
finance; state; health finance; social security; security; 

social insurance; higher education finance; Europe; insurance; 
Soviet Union; Eastern Europe; transition; post-communist transition; 
education finance

LSE EXPERTS
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Charlie Beckett

Director of Polis, Media and Communications 
Department

Tel: 020 7107 5249   Email: c.h.beckett@lse.ac.uk

governance; development; television; politics; 
international media; blogging; journalism; internet; newspapers; 
American politics; American Media; Africa media; radio; online 
media; new media

Professor Iain Begg

European Institute

Tel: 020 7955 6813   Email: iain.begg@lse.ac.uk

economic and monetary union; policy  
co-ordination; European social policy; UK economy; 

EU economy; cohesion in the EU; competitiveness; stability 
and growth pact; structural funds; Britain and the Euro; fiscal 
federalism; European employment strategy; EU budget; EMU

Professor Gwyn Bevan

LSE Health, Management Department, Centre for 
Analysis of Risk and Regulation

Tel: 020 7955 6269   Email: r.g.bevan@lse.ac.uk

�resource allocation; performance management; priority setting

Professor Chris Brown

International Relations Department

Tel: 020 7955 7400   Email: c.j.brown@lse.ac.uk

war; ethics; social justice; global politics; globalisation; 
British foreign policy; war crimes; US foreign policy
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The MPs’ expenses scandal has represented 
a major crisis in British politics. Because of it 
some MPs have resigned, many more will not 
stand again and, most importantly, the public 
appears more disenchanted than ever about 
the quality of the political elites. How will this 
crisis affect the coming general election? And 

what should we do to avoid abuses of this sort in the future? 

My research on MPs’ expenses suggests that high spenders are 
often more active MPs, the ones who provide better services 
to their constituents and who attend parliamentary meetings 
more regularly. 

In spite of individual abuses, my research provides qualified 
support for an overall rather benign view of the allowance system 
as providing a level playing field for politicians. At the same time, 
the fact that abuses have been placed under the spotlight by the 
mass media is a good sign for British democracy. The situation is 
far less dramatic than some would like us to think.  

Valentino Larcinese,  
Lecturer in public policy and public choice

Big spenders are  
better members
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Dr Michael Bruter

Government Department

Tel: 020 7955 6547   Email: m.bruter@lse.ac.uk

�European Union; elections; institutions; public 
opinion; extreme right; Europe polling/voting 
behaviour; western Europe

Professor Barry Buzan

International Relations Department 

Tel: 020 7955 6176   Email: b.g.buzan@lse.ac.uk

�international security; polarity; world history; 
international society; regional security; English school 
of international relations theory 

Professor Damian Chalmers

Law Department, European Institute

Tel: 020 7955 7263   Email: d.chalmers@lse.ac.uk

�European public law; comparative regional 
integration; European Union; legal theory and the EU; 
single European market

Professor Stanley Cohen

Sociology Department, Mannheim Centre for the 
Study of Criminology and Criminal Justice

Tel: 020 7955 7576   Email: s.cohen@lse.ac.uk

�human rights; crime control policy; social control; 
juvenile delinquency
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It is extraordinary how little political scientists 
know about what actually goes through the 
minds of voters while they are in the secrecy of 
the polling booth, form in hand, ready to cast 
their vote in what is probably the most intense 
moment of civic communion between a citizen 
and his/her democracy.

This is precisely the object of a €1.2 million project financed by the 
European Research Council, which I will carry out over the next 
five years to explore new perspectives in electoral psychology, 
and create Europe’s first and only research structure specifically 
dedicated to this field.

We know about the issues that many people will have considered 
in the months that preceded the election: expense scandals, 
economic and financial crises, military involvements in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, etc. But elections are not reduced to a mere context 
and a few topical issues. Election after election, we know that up 
to 30 per cent of voters, once in the polling booth, do not end up 
behaving as they were expected to just a few days earlier.

For many of us, the act of voting retains a certain solemnity, 
and as a result, some deeper and older psychological attributes 
sometimes counteract our more epidermic reactions to short-term 
issues and context at the time when it really matters.

 Michael Bruter, senior lecturer in european politics

The secrets of the polling 
booth revealed
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Professor Christopher Coker

International Relations Department

Tel: 020 7955 7387   Email: c.coker@lse.ac.uk

British defence policy; British foreign policy

Zack Cooper

LSE Health

Tel: 020 7107 5304   Email: z.cooper@lse.ac.uk

�public sector reform; NHS; health economics; choice 
and competition in health care; health care reform; 
public policy; health policy; US health policy

Professor Stuart Corbridge

Asia Research Centre,  
Development Studies Institute

Tel: 020 7955 7607   Email: s.e.corbridge@lse.ac.uk

India; political economy; development; 
accountability; development studies; participation; south Asia; 
geopolitics governance; political ecology

Professor Frank Cowell

Economics Department, Centre for Analysis of 
Social Exclusion, STICERD

Tel: 020 7955 7277   Email: f.cowell@lse.ac.uk

�shadow economy; poverty; inequality; income 
distribution; tax evasion; dynamics



12 13

Whichever party wins the election, 2010 is going 
to be a crucial year for British defence policy. 
Given the need to repay our unsustainably high 
public debt, defence spending will be reduced 
dramatically. Traditionally, Conservative 
governments have been far more ruthless in 
cost cutting than Labour. 

In the 1981 Review the navy was almost pensioned off, saved 
only by the Falklands War. The same fate may await the army 
after the draw down in Afghanistan begins, probably towards 
the end of the year. One way or the other, Britain is facing 
the need to reduce defence spending if not to the European 
average, then quite close to it. 

The defence debate has traditionally been sidelined largely 
because the budget figures very little in the public imagination. 
It is of concern mainly to political elites.  But the next cuts 
will bring into question Britain’s image of itself as a major 
military power (the first ally to be called upon whenever the 
Americans despatch their own forces overseas). Existentially, 
the defence debate will be important for the first time – and 
if what I predict comes true, will we become more ‘European’ 
faster than we think?

Christopher Coker, professor of international relations

Will defence cuts make 
Britain more European?
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Professor Michael Cox

International Relations Department

Tel: 020 7955 6946   Email: m.e.cox@lse.ac.uk

�USA; special relationship; American power;  
cold war; 11 September; international terrorism;  
transatlantic relations

Dr Alexis Crow

International Relations Department

Tel: 020 7955 7389   Email: a.crow@lse.ac.uk

�NATO and transatlantic relations; European 
security; US foreign policy; UK defence policy; 
philosophy and international relations 

Simon Davies

Management Department, Information Systems 
and Innovation Group

Tel: 020 7955 6579   Email: s.g.davies@lse.ac.uk

media privacy; data protection; surveillance; 
identity systems; technological impact; privacy; human rights; 
information technology; national security

Dr Torun Dewan

Government Department

Tel: 020 7955 6406   Email: t.dewan@lse.ac.uk

�Ministerial resignations and turnover; political 
parties; legislatures
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Dr Simon Dietz

Geography and Environment Department, 
Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change 
and the Environment

Tel: 020 7955 7589   Email: s.dietz@lse.ac.uk

environmental economics; environmental awareness; 
environmental justice; environmental policy; sustainable 
development; climate change; environmental equity

Professor Patrick Dunleavy

Government Department, LSE Public Policy Group

Tel: 020 7955 7178   Email: p.dunleavy@lse.ac.uk

British policy-making; public choice; public policy; 
British constitution; electoral systems; comparative 

public administration; party competition; US federal budget; 
electoral reform; UK budget; British politics

Dr Spyros Economides

European Institute,  
International Relations Department

Tel: 020 7955 7384   Email: s.economides@lse.ac.uk

US foreign policy; Balkans; Greece; southeast 
Europe; European security; EU foreign policy; former 
Yugoslavia; foreign affairs
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Samuel Fankhauser

Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change 
and the Environment

Tel: 020 7106 1220   Email: s.fankhauser@lse.ac.uk

�carbon markets; adaptation to climate change; 
climate change economics

Dr Janet Foster
Sociology Department, Mannheim Centre for the 
Study of Criminology and Criminal Justice,

Tel: 020 7955 7302   Email: j.a.foster@lse.ac.uk

crime prevention; communities; the Stephen 
Lawrence inquiry; social exclusion; policing; urban 
regeneration; urban conflict and change; qualitative methods

Maurice Fraser
European Institute

Tel: 020 7955 6006/7537   Email: m.fraser@lse.ac.uk

Europe; France; the centre-right in Europe; 
EU institutions; Europe, idea of; European 
politics; French politics; EU foreign policy; British 

Conservative Party; The West, idea of; European integration; 
EU; CFSP and ESDP; EU enlargement; EU external relations

Professor Luis Garicano
Management Department,  
Centre for Economic Performance

Tel: 020 7107 5154   Email: l.garicano@lse.ac.uk

information technology and productivity; 
organisation of firms; organisational architecture; 

outsourcing and offshoring; wage inequality; hierarchies
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A key issue in this election campaign will 
be how to respond to the reappearance of 
concentrations of workless young people, 
particularly in inner city areas – and the 
long-term implications of growing numbers 
without experience of work.

My research indicates that the only effective approaches to 
this will involve a combination of two basic elements. 

The first is giving priority to sustaining demand levels – across 
the country as a whole, but especially in the Midlands and 
North – against the threat of a double dip.

The second is to reinforce equal opportunities policies, in a 
situation where an excess of applications for jobs makes it 
easy for these to slip, with dangerous consequences for the 
marginalisation of vulnerable groups. 

Neither of these basics will be politically easy options, but they 
are much more crucial than any kinds of targeted initiatives.  
And the long-term costs of failure now would be at least as 
great as they were in the 1980s. 

Ian Gordon, professor of human geography 

Tackling youth 
unemployment
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Professor Fawaz Gerges

International Relations Department

Tel: 020 7955 7393 or 07818 890 311 
Email: f.gerges@lse.ac.uk

Hezbollah; historical sociology; Arab and Muslim 
politics; Taliban; Islamist and jihadist movements and groups; 
Arab-Israeli conflict; Middle East; US foreign policy; Al Qaeda and 
like-minded franchises; political Islam; terrorism; Hamas

Dr Steve Gibbons

Centre for Economic Performance,  
Geography and Environment Department

Tel: 020 7955 6245   Email: s.gibbons@lse.ac.uk

spatial issues in education; crime and housing; 
labour markets; value of rail transport access to commuters; 
measuring school performance on house prices

Dr Antonio Giustozzi

Crisis States Research Centre

Tel: 020 7849 4631   Email: a.giustozzi@lse.ac.uk

ethnopolitics; insurgency and counter-insurgency; 
warlordism; Afghanistan; civil wars
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As Machiavelli wrote in The Prince: ‘This can 
generally be said about men: that they are 
ungrateful, fickle, dissimulators, apt to flee 
peril, covetous of gain; and while you do them 
good, they are all yours ... when need is far off: 
but when it draws near to you they revolt’. 

How apt, as we approach an election. Who 
can really tell the truth? Will George Osborne’s strategy of 
‘brutal honesty’ about public expenditure cuts backfire? Will 
Gordon Brown’s promise to maintain public spending ‘buy off’ 
the electorate?

Elections, the supreme political event of modern democracies, 
test not only public opinion, but test political judgement and 
skill of modern day Machiavellis. Whether attracted or repelled 
by this cynical approach to power, politicians should be aware 
that the master of cunning and scheming for one’s own benefit 
is as relevant today as in the 16th century.

Paul Kelly, professor of political theory  
and head of Government Department

Can the modern 
Machiavellis win the day?
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Professor Charles Goodhart

Financial Markets Group

Tel: 020 7955 7555   Email: c.a.goodhart@lse.ac.uk

ESCB; EMU; structural change in financial markets; 
role of central banks; regulatory change in 

FM; independent central bank; foreign exchange markets; 
monetary policy; EMS

Professor Ian Gordon

Geography and Environment Department

Tel: 020 7955 6180   Email: i.r.gordon@lse.ac.uk

urban policy; migration; applied urban economics; 
regional development 

Dr Sara Hagemann

European Institute

Tel: 020 7852 3777   Email: s.hagemann@lse.ac.uk

�EU politics and governance, EU treaty reforms and 
enlargements, transparency and accountability in 
representative democracies

Professor David Held

Centre for the Study of Global Governance, 
Government Department

Tel: 020 7955 7175 or 020 7955 6419 
Email: d.held@lse.ac.uk

globalisation; modern social theory; democracy; global politics; 
global governance; democratisation; modern political theory
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Last year’s expenses scandal was a perfect 
example of an episode fostering cynical 
attitudes which is bound to affect voters in 
the 2010 general election.

A climate of political distrust, often reinforced 
by cynicism, can be an alienating factor that 
contributes to political disengagement, such as 

declining voter participation (a trend seen in the past decades). 
Distrust can also encourage change when voting shifts in favour 
of opposition or third parties. 

Our pilot research on cynicism related to different social 
institutions has raised the question of whether certain behaviours, 
such as tactical or protest voting, are better explained by political 
cynicism than distrust, possibly due to the more emotionally 
charged nature of cynicism.

Political trust is a judgment that the political system will do what 
is right. Political cynicism relates to distrust of government, but 
particularly focuses on perceptions of immorality, such as politicians 
looking out for their own interest rather than that of the public. 

In future research, we hope to investigate how different emotions 
associated with cynicism may encourage positive or negative 
outcomes, including those in the realm of political participation.

Alain Samson,  social psychologist 

The tactics of cynical voting 
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Dr David Henderson

Management Department

Tel: 020 7109 1134

employment relations and organisational 
behaviour, leadership

Professor John Hills

STICERD, Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion, 
Social Policy Department

Tel: 020 7955 7419   Email: j.hills@lse.ac.uk

public expenditure; social security; taxation; 
housing subsidies; housing finance; public attitudes; tax; welfare 
state; income distribution; housing taxation; social exclusion

Professor Simon Hix

Government Department

Tel: 020 7955 7657   Email: s.hix@lse.ac.uk

�European politics; public opinion; legislative 
procedures; EMU; European policy; European 
parliament; European political parties

Dr Jonathan Hopkin

Government Department

Tel: 020 7955 6535   Email: j.r.hopkin@lse.ac.uk

�politics of Britain, Italy and Spain; welfare states; 
political parties; corruption; decentralisation; 
redistribution
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Dr Gus Hosein

Management Department, Information Systems 
and Innovation Group

Tel: 020 7955 6403   Email: i.r.hosein@lse.ac.uk

cybercrime; terrorism; international instruments; 
regulation; data protection; privacy; civil liberties; surveillance; 
technology and society; anti-terrorism policies; free speech

Professor Richard Jackman

Economics Department, Greater London Group

Tel: 020 7955 7499   Email: r.jackman@lse.ac.uk

unemployment in OECD economies, Eastern 
Europe and the CIS countries; economics of 

transition; labour market performance of OECD countries

Professor Emily Jackson

Law Department, BIOS

Tel: 020 7955 6368   Email: e.jackson@lse.ac.uk

assisted suicide; mental health law; IVF; capacity; 
medical law; HFEA; consent; rationing; medical 

ethics; bioethics; resource allocation; negligence; abortion; 
assisted dying; euthanasia; reproduction; research ethics; 
malpractice litigation; assisted conception; treatment of 
children; reproductive technologies; embryo research; PGD
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Dr Jonathan Jackson

Mannheim Centre for the Study of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice, Methodology Institute

Tel: 020 7955 7652   Email: j.p.jackson@lse.ac.uk

fear of crime; public attitudes toward the police; 
science and society; risk perception

Professor George Jones

Government Department, Greater London Group, 
LSE Public Policy Group

Tel: 020 7272 3519   Email: g.w.jones@lse.ac.uk

central-local government relations; prime ministers’ 
aides; cabinets; prime ministers; British politics; British parliament; 
civil service

Professor Paul Kelly

Government Department

Tel: 020 7955 7190   Email: p.j.kelly@lse.ac.uk

British politics; social justice; multiculturalism; 
egalitarian political systems; British policy-making

Dr Thomas Kirchmaier

Financial Markets Group

Tel: 020 7852 3588   Email: t.kirchmaier@lse.ac.uk

credit crisis; corporate governance; ownership 
structure; automotive industry; corporate 

restructuring (strategy, organisational structure); corporate 
boards; governance of banks
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Predicting the result of a general election has 
always been an inexact science. Nick Vivyan 
and I are developing a new way of working 
out what the outcome might be, using a three-
stage method. 

First, we combine information from recent 
polling data (including how accurate polling 

agencies have been in the past) to estimate current party voting 
intentions at the national level.   

Second, we calculate estimated national-level party swings 
between 2005 and 2010, and combine this with constituency-
level information to predict constituency-level swings.

Finally, we aggregate the results to work out the likelihood 
of particular outcomes in the upcoming election, such as a 
Conservative majority, or a hung parliament.

 Simon Hix, professor of European and comparative politics

A new way of predicting 
the election result
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Professor Martin Knapp

NIHR School for Social Care Research, Personal 
Social Services Unit, Social Policy Department

Tel: 020 7955 6225   Email: m.knapp@lse.ac.uk

health economics; long-term care; mental health 
economics; community care policy; health policy; social care

Dr Mattias Koenig-Archibugi

Centre for the Study of Global Governance, 
International Relations Department,  
Government Department

�Tel:  020 7955 7193    
Email: m.koenig-archibugi@lse.ac.uk

international labour organisation; global governance; 
international organisations; international relations; labour 
standards; globalisation; European Union

Professor Nicola Lacey

Law Department, Mannheim Centre for the Study 
of Criminology and Criminal Justice

Tel: 020 7955 7254   Email: n.lacey@lse.ac.uk

comparative political economy of crime and 
punishment; legal theory; gender; legal history; criminal justice; 
social theory; criminal law; law and literature
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How will the parties try to gain the support 
of the electorate? 

When competing for votes, political parties in 
Britain, like parties everywhere, have relied 
regularly on tales about their opponents and 
the threats those opponents are alleged to 

pose to nation, society, religion, or the economy. 

But the problem for all the major parties in Britain ever since 
the end of the Cold War and the collapse of Soviet and East 
European Communism, is that the old enemies have evaporated. 
Of the plausible enemies, or at least villains, one set are bankers 
whom both major parties are wary of attacking, and the other 
set are MPs themselves. 

Don’t expect any of the major parties to promise voters that 
they will protect them against the greed and irresponsibility of 
bankers or Members of Parliament. They are all alone without 
an enemy in the world, and will be desperately seeking for 
bogeymen to frighten the voters.

Rodney Barker, emeritus professor of government

All alone without an 
enemy in the world
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Dr Valentino Larcinese

Government Department, STICERD

Tel: 020 7955 6692   Email: v.larcinese@lse.ac.uk

voting behaviour; MPs’ expenses; British politics; 
mass media influence in elections; participation 

and electoral turnout; elections and party competition; 
social spending in western democracies; economics of higher 
education; taxation and redistribution

Professor Emeritus Lord Layard

Economics Department,  
Centre for Economic Performance

Tel: 020 7955 7281   Email: r.layard@lse.ac.uk

inflation; Russia; active labour market policy; 
economic problems; happiness/wellbeing; unemployment 
benefits; unemployment policy; training; wage behaviour; 
Britain; education; industrialised countries

Professor Julian Le Grand

Social Policy Department, LSE Health

Tel: 020 7955 7353   Email: j.legrand@lse.ac.uk

social economics; health policy; motivation of 
professionals; welfare; health economics; public 

service ethos; equity; welfare state; user choice; social care 
policy; patient choice; general welfare reform 
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Can MPs win back voter commitment following 
the expenses debacle? What do MPs do to 
invigorate voters to join them in building a 
brighter Britain?  

My research suggests a solution – MPs must 
examine their actions and ensure they reflect a 

motive to serve the long-term growth and wellbeing of others.  

My research has uncovered seven types of leader behaviour, such 
as placing the needs of others first and engaging in empathy 
toward followers who, when engaged, showcase a commitment 
to service.

 When followers, in this case voters, perceive that their leaders 
engage in these behaviours, their commitment, creativity, and 
community stewardship is ignited. Why? Because the public 
wants to see a commitment to service to others, before self, 
manifested in their leaders’ actions.

Some leaders might talk the talk, but voters are looking for 
those who walk the walk and my research explains how they 
can do so.

David Henderson, lecturer in employment relations  
and organisational behaviour

MPs need to talk the talk 
and walk the walk
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Dr Timothy Leunig

Economic History Department

Tel: 020 7955 7857   Email: t.leunig@lse.ac.uk

Britain: cotton industry; industry; performance; 
industrial structure; labour turnover; learning 

by doing; railways; labour productivity; performance housing 
market; USA: American firms performance

Professor Sonia Livingstone

Media and Communications Department

Tel: 020 7955 7710   Email: s.livingstone@lse.ac.uk

media audiences; online risks and safety; 
mediated participation; public engagement with 

communication regulation; media literacy; Internet use; children 
and new media

Professor Alan Manning

Economics Department, 
Centre for Economic Performance

Tel: 020 7955 6078   Email: a.manning@lse.ac.uk

wages councils; unemployment; labour economics; 
minimum wages; low pay
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Michael Mason

Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change 
and the Environment

Tel: 020 7955 6175   Email: m.mason@lse.ac.uk

sustainable development; environmental 
policy; environmental politics; environmental governance; 
environmental geography

Dr Patrick McGovern

Sociology Department

Tel: 020 7955 6653   Email: p.mcgovern@lse.ac.uk

immigration; economic sociology; work; 
employment relations

Professor Alistair Mcguire

Social Policy Department, LSE Health

Tel: 020 7955 6375   Email: a.j.mcguire@lse.ac.uk

health economics

Dr Sandra McNally

Centre for Economic Performance, Centre for the 
Economics of Education

Tel: 020 7955 7579   Email: s.mcnally@lse.ac.uk

economic evaluation; economics of education
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Dr Paul Mitchell

Government Department, Methodology Institute

Tel: 020 7955 6340   Email: p.l.mitchell@lse.ac.uk

political parties; comparative national conflicts; 
comparative ethnic conflicts; elections; party 

competition; electoral systems; Ireland; Republic of Ireland; 
coalition governance; West European politics; Northern Ireland

Professor Elias Mossialos

Social Policy Department, LSE Health

Tel: 020 7955 7564   Email: e.a.mossialos@lse.ac.uk

�pharmaceutical policies; funding health care; 
European health policy; health services research; 
comparative health policy

Professor Eileen Munro

Social Policy Department

Tel: 020 7955 7349   Email: e.munroe@lse.ac.uk

child protection; mental health risk assessment; 
risk assessment; child abuse

Professor Tim Newburn

Mannheim Centre for the Study of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice, Social Policy Department

Tel: 020 7955 6220   Email: t.newburn@lse.ac.uk

�policing; criminology; criminal justice policy; 
security; crime
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Given consistent evidence from public opinion 
surveys that a clear majority of the public in 
the UK favours the legalisation of assisted 
suicide, provided appropriate safeguards are in 
place, there is no doubt that, while no political 
party will stand on a platform of legalisation 
of assisted dying, there will be pressure in the 

coming parliament, from the Lords or from backbenchers, to 
change the law.

Last summer’s House of Lords judgement in the case of Debbie 
Purdy led to the publication, by the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
of guidance spelling out the factors which are relevant when 
deciding whether or not to prosecute relatives or friends who assist 
someone’s suicide, most commonly by taking them to Dignitas 
in Switzerland. This guidance inevitably comes very close to an 
authoritative statement of when assisting someone to die is and 
is not legitimate.

 It could be argued that if we can tell when assisted dying which 
takes place in Switzerland meets appropriate criteria, there is no 
good reason why we shouldn’t be able to tell when assisted dying 
in the UK would also be acceptable.

There are many reasons why we should be concerned about 
exporting the practice of assisted dying to Switzerland, not least 
because in practice it may mean that UK citizens experience earlier 
deaths, given that they have to be fit enough to travel to Zurich.

Emily Jackson, professor of law

Assisted suicide will be urgent 
issue for new government
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Dr Philip Noden

Education Research Group

Tel: 020 7955 7381   Email: p.noden@lse.ac.uk

�evaluation practice; evaluation policy; secondary 
school admissions; specialist schools; schools; 
parental choice

Professor Edward Page

Government Department

Tel: 020 7849 4629   Email: e.c.page@lse.ac.uk

public policy and comparative public policy; 
civil servic

Professor David Piachaud

Social Policy Department, 
Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion

Tel: 020 7955 7369   Email: d.piachaud@lse.ac.uk

social exclusion; child poverty; social security

Professor Christopher Polk

Finance Department

Tel: 020 7955 7314   Email: c.polk@lse.ac.uk

corporate finance; behavioural finance; asset 
pricing; hedge funds; macroeconomics
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This was supposed to be the Internet Election 
where camera-phone-wielding activists will 
ambush politicians and expose them on 
YouTube. However, the first ever live leadership 
debates on TV offer Old Media a chance 
to keep centre stage. America has had TV 
Presidential Hustings for five decades so Britain 

is only just catching up.  But the Westminster spin doctors are 
conversant with all the tricks of the trade and have already 
planned everything from rehearsals to make-up. They are right 
to be obsessed by appearance. All the evidence shows that 
television is still the dominant source for voters seeking political 
information. The bloggers will tweak mainstream media’s tail 
and thumb a nose at the candidates. Many of the campaigners 
will be blogging, tweeting and texting as they pound the streets. 
But it will be the newspapers that seek to set the agenda and 
television that delivers the message. The live debates will now 
be the main media event and the first one, at least, will have 
a unique part to play in the contest.

Charlie Beckett, director of POLIS

Old media stays centre stage 
with live leadership debates
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Professor Anne Power

STICERD, Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion, 
Social Policy Department, LSE Housing

Tel: 020 7955 6330   Email: anne.power@lse.ac.uk

urban problems and community; planning; 
energy use in buildings; cities; social exclusion; social policy 
on housing, race relations; crime; education; housing and 
housing renovation; management problems; American, 
European and UK urban problems; anti-social behaviour; social 
problems; policing; international development; migration; 
neighbourhood management

Professor Danny Quah

Economics Department, Centre for Economic 
Performance, Asia Research Centre,

Tel: 020 7955 7535   Email: d.quah@lse.ac.uk

weightless economy; time series econometrics; 
technology; business cycles; economic growth; inflation

Professor Robert Reiner

Law Department, Mannheim Centre for the Study 
of Criminology and Criminal Justice

Tel: 020 7955 7240   Email: r.reiner@lse.ac.uk

police and the media; crime media; public order; 
criminology; police culture; police politics and policy; crime; 
crime trends; criminal justice
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The chronic shortage of affordable housing in 
Britain affects millions of voters and my current 
research focuses on many of the big policy 
debates surrounding this issue.  

There are opposing ideas on policy between the 
current government, which emphasises national 
housing targets and funding allocations, and 

the two other main parties who are looking to incentives to local 
authorities to provide more housing. There are also big differences 
about how the parties see social housing – in particular with 
respect to security of tenure and rents policies. If radical change 
were implemented it would transform the role of social housing 
especially in London. 

Another area which is already part of the pre-election  debate  is 
whether the UK is going to grow to 70 million; the importance of 
immigration in these projections; and the effect on the availability 
of affordable housing -- in particular are migrants squeezing 
out the locals? Research on migrant household formation and 
housing suggests that these concerns – while real – may have 
been overstated. 

Christine Whitehead, professor of housing economics

Are migrants squeezing  
out the locals?
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Professor Paul Rock

Mannheim Centre for the Study of Criminology 
and Criminal Justice, Sociology Department

Tel: 020 7955 7296   Email: p.rock@lse.ac.uk

families bereaved by homicide; victims of crime; 
criminal justice policy-making

Philipp Rode

Cities Programme, LSE Cities

Tel: 020 7955 6483   Email: p.rode@lse.ac.uk

urban sustainability; engineering; city design; 
urbanism; cities and climate change; urban 

governance; land use analysis; public space; urban design 
briefs and competitions; urban design and transport politics; 
transport; architecture; urban age; urban regeneration; global 
cities; built environment; strategic planning; green economy; 
urban policy

Dr Alain Samson

Institute of Social Psychology, LSE Enterprise

Tel: 020 7955 7402   Email: a.samson@lse.ac.uk

consumer advocacy and word of mouth; consumer 
cynicism and distrust; social psychology; media, 

cognition and behaviour; behavioural economics; co-creation 
of value; cognitive biases; cross-cultural psychology; culture 
and cognition; market research; holistic and analytic thought; 
consumer psychology
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Professor Nicholas Stern

India Observatory, Grantham Research Institute on 
Climate Change and the Environment, ESRC Centre 
for Climate Change Economics and Policy, Asia 
Research Centre, STICERD

Tel: 020 7955 7871   Email: n.stern@lse.ac.uk

India; economic development and growth; climate change; 
economic theory; government; economics; public policy and the 
role of the state and economies in transition; tax reform

Dr Janet Stockdale

Institute of Social Psychology, Mannheim Centre 
for the Study of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 
LSE London

Tel: 020 7955 7705   Email: j.stockdale@lse.ac.uk

gender issues; policing; policy evaluation; harassment 
and violence; crime; anti-social behaviour; personal and 
community safety

Dr Damian Tambini

Media and Communications Department, London 
Multimedia Lab for audiovisual communication 
and composition

Tel: 020 7955 6243   Email: d.tambini@lse.ac.uk

broadcasting; media regulation; Internet; telecommunications; 
media policy; press
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Dr Eiko Thielemann

European Institute, Government Department

Tel: 020 7955 6012   Email: e.thielemann@lse.ac.uk

international co-operation (burden-sharing); 
comparative politics and policy; European Union; 

asylum; migration; immigration

Tony Travers

Director of Greater London Group, LSE London

Tel: 020 7955 7777   Email: a.travers@lse.ac.uk

community charge; poll tax; UK: politics, 
elections, parliament, political parties, polling, 

public attitudes/opinions, public services; mayors; council 
tax; local government; central-local government relations; 
education finance

Professor John Van Reenen

Economics Department,  
Centre for Economic Performance

Tel: 020 7955 6976   Email: j.vanreenen@lse.ac.uk

impact of innovation on jobs, skills, wages and 
productivity; labour markets, competition policy, industrial 
economics, health systems and econometrics
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The issue of law and order has traditionally been 
a political battleground and the forthcoming 
election debate is likely to focus on anti-social 
behaviour and youth crime.  Despite investing 
£100 million in the Youth Crime Action Plan, 
recent government research has revealed that 
the majority of those surveyed considered 

crime and anti-social behaviour committed by young people had 
either gone up in the past year (27 per cent) or had not changed 
(48 per cent). Although some people – especially those involved in 
research and outreach work with young people – are concerned 
about the dangers of alienating and criminalising a whole 
generation, there is considerable public disappointment with 
the government response to anti-social behaviour and youth 
crime and the majority want to see decisive action. This means 
that, whichever party wins or holds the balance of power in 
the 2010 election, the battle cry will be one of enforcement 
rather than prevention. But, will any party be able to convince 
the electorate that they can offer anything other than too 
little too late?

Jan Stockdale, senior lecturer in social psychology

Youth crime: too little too late?
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Professor Robert Wade

Development Studies Institute

Tel: 020 7955 7371   Email: r.wade@lse.ac.uk

international NGOs; economic growth; industrial 
and technology policy; inequality; East Asian 

development; International Monetary Fund; World Trade 
Organisation; World Bank; international environmental politics; 
multilateral economic organisations; globalisation

Bob Ward

Policy and Communications Director of  
Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change 
and the Environment

Tel: 020 7106 1236   Email: r.e.ward@lse.ac.uk

Professor David Webb

Financial Markets Group, Finance Department

Tel: 020 7955 7275   Email: d.c.webb@lse.ac.uk

financial contracts; financial economics; 
bankruptcy; monetary theory

Joachim Wehner

Government Department

Tel: 020 7955 6422   Email: j.h.wehner@lse.ac.uk

decentralisation; socio-economic rights; 
comparative government; South Africa: 

government and politics; budgeting and public finance; 
legislatures; Africa: governance and development; federalism
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The UK’s fiscal imbalance is one of the worst 
among industrialised countries. The debate about 
how – and how quickly – to fix this will be at the 
core of the upcoming election. Undoubtedly, 
the next parliament will have to deal with fiscal 
realignment on an enormous scale. My research 
suggests that tackling this challenge successfully 

will require new procedures that force politicians to get serious 
about spending restraint.

These include effective fiscal rules, which place tough and binding 
limits on budgets, and a comprehensive medium-term framework 
for government spending. Sweden is a much talked about example 
of successful consolidation that illustrates these points. Current 
developments in Greece, on the other hand, illustrate the cost of 
delaying credible budget reform for too long.

Joachim Wehner, lecturer in public policy

Getting serious about 
spending cuts



44 45

Professor Anne West

Social Policy Department,  
Education Research Group

Tel: 020 7955 7269   Email: a.west@lse.ac.uk

education reforms; secondary school admissions; 
education finance; education policy; European education policy

Professor Arne Westad

Cold War Studies Centre, International History 
Department, Asia Research Centre

Tel: 020 7955 7252   Email: a.westad@lse.ac.uk

East Asian international history; Chinese 
Communist Party; cold war; Russian foreign policy history; third 
world revolutions; Chinese foreign policy

Professor Christine Whitehead

LSE London, Greater London Group,  
Economics Department

Tel: 020 7955 7527   Email: c.m.e.whitehead@lse.ac.uk

urban policy; housing finance; urban land markets; 
privatisation; housing policy

Dr Edgar Whitley

Management Department,  
Information Systems and Innovation Group

Tel: 020 7955 7410   Email: e.a.whitley@lse.ac.uk

innovation; policy; plagiarism; identity assurance; 
information systems; Commons-based peer production;  
identity cards
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Dr Christopher Wright

Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change 
and the Environment

Tel: 020 7852 3736   Email: c.m.wright@lse.ac.uk

the World Bank and regional development banks; 
environmental and social risk management: international project 
financing; sustainable banking and responsible investment; 
non-governmental organisations; corporate social responsibility 
in the financial sector; voluntary business regulation; extractive 
industries; global environmental governance

Dr Linda Yueh

Centre for Economic Performance

Tel: 020 7000 8427 or 01865 279023 
Email: l.yueh@lse.ac.uk

global financial crisis; UK economy/budget; 
globalisation; global economy; US economy; Chinese economy
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About LSE

LSE was founded in 1894 and has grown to become one of the 
foremost social science universities in the world, ranked alongside 
Harvard, UC Berkeley and Stanford.  

A specialist university with an international intake, LSE’s reach extends 
from its central London campus to around the world. 

• The School has a cosmopolitan student body, with around 9,000 
students from 140 countries  

• It also has a cosmopolitan staff of just over 3,000, with about 45 
per cent drawn from countries outside the UK  

• Over 100 languages are spoken on LSE’s campus 

• An influential network of 92,000 LSE alumni straddle the world, 
covering 196 countries 

• A total of 15 Nobel prize winners in economics, peace and 
literature have been either LSE staff or alumni. The first was George 
Bernard Shaw, one of the founders of LSE, who was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for literature in 1925. The most recent was Professor 
Paul Krugman, an associate in the Centre for Economic Performance 
at LSE, who was awarded the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic  
Sciences in 2008. 

• In all, 34 past or present world leaders have studied or taught at 
LSE and 31 current members of the UK House of Commons and 42 
members of the House of Lords have either taught or studied at LSE.
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LSE press office

If you’re a journalist having trouble finding the expert you need, 
locating their research or arranging interviews and filming then 
please contact the press office at LSE.

The main press office number is 020 7955 7060 and our 
email address is pressoffice@lse.ac.uk

Or contact any one of the team direct:

Warwick Smith (Head of Press) 020 7955 7440 

Jess Winterstein (Deputy Head of Press) 020 7107 5025

Jo Bale (Senior Press Officer) 07831 609679

Sue Windebank (Senior Press Officer) 020 7849 4624

Danny O’Connor (Press Officer) 020 7955 7417 

Nicole Gallivan (Communications Assistant) 020 7955 7582

For urgent out of hours enquiries please call 07515 190722

For a full online list of all LSE academic experts and expertise go to: 
www.lse.ac.uk/researchandexpertise




