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x’ RESEARCH FOCUS The Role of Taiping Rebellion in the Rise of the Indirect Taxation in Late Imperial China

Question: Besides international wars, what was the role of the domestic chaos in the Late Qing fiscal transitions?
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7 Taiping Rebellion (1851-1864) : : )
%& The Iargest A - history 412 provinces occupied 171M military spending 14 vyears for suppression 70M casualties

@ {The central government, given the scarce fiscal resource and the! | To finance the militias, local governments started levying commercial tax (fjjin) from’
@@ Mechanism inability to suppress the rebels, had to delegate its power to local | !local trade; the lucrative taxation persisted even after the suppression of the Rebellion'

rand made the local fiscal systems highly autonomous.

governments by encouraging their private militias.

vl Hypothesis: There is a positive link between military conflicts during the Taiping Rebellion and the rise of local indirect taxation (/jjin) as an auton:
\a=dll fiscal resource that persisted locally in a long run.

@ EM Pl R|CAL EV| DENCE Cross Sectional Data and OLS estimates for 266 prefectures in China

Cross Sectional Data for 266 prefectures

Taiping Compiling information on Taiping battles and locating them to prefectures;
[Z1sz:10:00 evaluate the severity of the battles and give scores to them
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Lijin Compiling information about lijin stations, staffing and revenues from
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