LAND CONFLICTS IN NORTHERN UGANDA
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The Acholi people live in
northern Usanda.

UGANDA

1986-2006 The Lord's Resistance Army war
brought 20 years of terror, All rural Acholis
were driven £§Tom Engil homes - 1 million people
living in desperate poverty in intemally
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bush. Tf we are lucky the UN
gives us mand hoes and

seeds, The govermment helps
2 few OF ks supporters ko
reskock our caktle,

Land conglicts were

common, Thefe were

no wrikken records.

LAndmarks like krees  Our elders Knew who

and anthills had  had lived where. and the

changed or Kinships or (and gigts on
disappeared. which claims were based.
but some elders had died
in kne CaMPS and okners
had become drunks and

The dovernment decided to dive
large areas of land ko inveskors,

A

The miskake has been ko make
investors deal with the land owners,
They should deal with the
government and then the govemment
will deal with the Bndowners,
You jusk tell khose villagers ko get
Ouk, You cannok skop the state grom
accessing ikg assets,




Land Conflicts in
Northern Uganda

For many of the people who
inhabit northern Uganda, access
to land that they can cultivate is
essental to survival - in Acholiland
there are few, sometimes no
economic alternatives for most of
the rural population. How people
access land, what their customary
land claims are and how these
can be defended are complex
issues very specific to local
traditions and circumstances;
often tied into larger social
structures and subject to
extended family politics. Yet
rather than seeking to understand
how these complexities impact
land ownership and usage,
international development actors
pursue an agenda of individuating,
privatising and titling land, that in
practice benefits the powerful,

the elite and foreign investors. The
result is contributing to a growing
population of landless people.

-Julian Hopwood
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Tom Humberstone is an
awardwinning

comic artist and illustrator
based in London. In addition to
publishing his own comics, he
edits and publishes the critically
acclaimed UK comics anthology
Solipsistic Pop. His comics

have appeared in Nelson (Blank
Slate), Solipsistic Pop (Solipsistic
Pop Books), Paper Science

(We Are Words + Pictures), The
Independent, and Cartoon
Movement.



descended £Tom the Person who cleared it).

Most Of the
principles developed
when thele was
ample land and few
people - for people
ko settle with You on
your land was an
advantage, and it
was common ko gsive
land ko friends and
ko peoPle related to
You by Mammage.

It is @ system based
on Inclusion. in
Sharp contrast to
weskem property 2w
ang thinking, which i§
based on Exclusion.

1 farmed many aardens

LAND AND FAMILY - LAND AND COMMUNITY - LAND AND LIFE

These things cannot be separated, Lise s Part o a land-holding

Most aroups cope and Manade their internal conglicts themselves,
[ -

Kinghip group provides security,

However. if you are not part of sucha  [best b4 |
group dJou are called nomeless’ and this
can make life nard, e

when the Camps
closed and leamed
a thanks ko

MY wige 1§ in the same
POoSition, Neither of us
have land claims.
‘We rent 2 small plot ko
afow CroPs fof ourselves

My parents would like me
to come back home, but
okher relakives have
threatened me because T
Fought £OT the LRA,

1 dont mind koo Much -
life in khe village is boring,

You may cakch it by
in the bush,
OF brfing Yyou bad luc

My ¢lan used to cane me for
dnnking k0o much and
smoking marijuana, Finally 1
had encudh and came to
town, T 9et Money somekimes
§0r working on building sites.




Wikhin the clan, s00d leaders
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Anotner solukion £or land-Poor clans is to kY
to arab land £rom neighbouring clans, This can
lead to low-intensity clan wars where aroups
Of 4outng brawl in the Erading centres, cattle
are used ko destroy Crops and huks are burnk,
Occasionally people get Killed.

Usually no
dangerous
are no Powers ko force

bodd wing = ik becomes ko
€0 uge the (and at all. while there
2 resolution,

This i because once You get above
tne clan, all sorts of problems anse
with regolving disputes,

1 can sometimes
mediake land problems
between clans in My
chiegdom, but T have no
Powers ko engorce
resolutions. T am respected
and s 3 chies. 3 fwot Moo,
1 have moral and spiritual
Buthority, but some of My
fellow Chiegs are commupt

1am the elected village council chaifperson,
we used ko hold courts for (and disputes buk
thele haven't been elections since 2000
Because of this in 2013 we were told not
€0 hold courts,

In @ way it has not Made so
much difference - we alwavs
Prefermed to mediate cases
and reach agregment ratner
tnan make rulings, as the

losers might beak you or
even Kill you,

Buk if the parties dont
wank ko abide by whak
we 52y of Keep to the
agreements they make
we cannot do Much
abouk ik,

1 am the Resident Diskrick
Commisgioner, appointed by
the President to be in
charge of security in thig
Diskrick. When these §ights
get senously out of control,
when tney become @ real
Secunty issue, 1 can make
the Police do something of
even call on the amy,

But thege clan conglicts
dont 90 dway easily.
Yiou tnink You have put out
the £ie buk then it SPrings
back up again.




The kwo problems - land
shortaaes and leaders who
lacK the Power k0 ensorce
decisions on dispuke resolution
= are bad. But there is @ third
Enat is worst of all...

The longer they 40 on the more
money they make, Old men -
often without education and
unaware of the rigks - tumm ko

council mediation don't give

Police, high court magistrates,
Prosecukors and desence
lawyers all loveland conglicts
- thig i§ how they Mmake most
Of theil money,

theM what they wank, Land
Ccases in khe high court are very

Onge tne Case stars, both
parties tend ko be the logers.
O¢ken they 40 on unkil both

parties run out of Money...

the Courts when clans and local

oten broughk by [and grabbers,

...0T unkil someone gets
engugh ko commit 2

senous crime and the elders of

one Of the Parties are locked up,
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We have Losk your file. Buk we have spent 70,000/=
we mighk £ind it if you bringing our witnesses fTom the
dive ug 50,000/=, village and we now have no

already been postponed five
times and each time we have

mare money, The case has

You are disrespecting
Me. You must £ind the
money or it will be

poskponed again,

Does your client
the plaintigs nave
any cows left?
1 will rule in his
£QVOUr if he Pays

me 1.000,000/=,

1 @m charging him ¢or each time
1 @ppear on his benals. Also the
defendant i POOr but he IS in the

¢lan as an MP who Might make

Please nok ek, Your Worship,

Might and he ig £Tom the same

trouble £0T Us if he loges.

You can Keep
postponing the case
and T will give you

soMe oF My fee.
One day the case will
90 away,

1t i§ essential for Agnican
But there is Blso the development that all land is
wider world we live in, privatised so thak it becomes part
Lawyers and police are 0f the global property market, I¢
nok the only ones Yyou divide the land and give the
making money, peasants titles. they can then

mortgade theil land so that tney
have capital to develop ik,

Buk there is 50 Much
evidence that privatising land
doesn’t help poor peasants,
Thed defdult on their mortsages
because the interest rakes are
£00 high, OF they sell their (and
when their children get sick and
then starve or become slum
dwellers living on the urban

divige an tits the
E : But land titles are

land but we will sa i given by the

government ..
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