
Applied Development Economics Specialism – information on enrolment  

 

Enrolment capacity in DV490-DV491-DV492 is limited and determined by one of two 

mechanisms: 

 

1. For students with none- to intermediate- or advanced/intermediate- level 

backgrounds in economics and statistics, DV490 in the MT is the prerequisite for 

DV491 and DV492 in the LT.  All students registered in DV490 have a guarantee of a 

place in either DV491 or DV492 provided they register in advance in the MT course 

registration period. 

 

Enrolment in DV490 in the MT is controlled by a take-home online pre-quiz.  For 

academic year 2022-2023 the DV490 pre-quiz will become available on the DV490 

Moodle page at 5pm on Wednesday September 14th, 2022 and be strictly due by 

5pm on Wednesday, September 21st 2022.  No late quizzes will be accepted for any 

reason.  Students will be advised whether they have been accepted or waitlisted (with 

their waitlist rank) by Thursday September 22nd, in advance of course registration. 

 

The DV490 pre-quiz does not require any pre-existing knowledge of either 

economics or statistics. Rather, the quiz is primarily designed to help with course 

selection by providing a flavour of the type of analyses that DV490-491-492 students 

will learn to read and critically engage with.   

 

 

2. MSc students who feel they have a very strong advanced background in quantitative 

causal analysis and would like to take DV491 or DV492 in the LT without taking 

DV490 should take and pass the 'Parachuters' Exam, which is a written exam with 

the option for an oral interview.    

 

The time and location of the Parachuters Exam will be announced and take place in 

MT, after the DV490 pre-quiz.  In our experience fewer than half of students 

attempting the Parachuters Exam pass. Thus students taking the Parachuters Exam 

should also consider taking the DV490 pre-quiz (and DV490) as a back-up plan. 

 

In addition, please note that passing the Parachuters Exam does not guarantee a 

place on DV491 or DV492; both are conditional on space being available and priority 

is given to students enrolled on DV490.  Given space constraints, students should 

keep in mind that even if they pass it may not be possible to “parachute” into both 

DV491 and DV492 to fulfil the course requirement for the Specialism.  Thus all 

students considering the ADE Specialism are strongly advised to take the DV490 

pre-quiz. 

 

 


